
BR
AD

 K
AM

IN
SK

I (4
)

16  VELO   BUYER’S GUIDE 2012    VELONEWS.COM

trends: the next step

“We actually have little post mounts under 
the top tube for the rear brake,” he said. “You 
can put on traditional caliper brakes, medi-
um reach, front and rear.”

The designers at Volagi also thought 
through fender installation. Mid-fork blade 
fender mounts help avoid clutter at the drop-
out. Integrated mounts at the bottom bracket, 
rear brake post and dropouts help a consum-
er neatly mount a fender on the rear. With 
room for 25mm tires and full fenders, Choi 
calls the Liscio “a true four-season bike.” 

THE RIDE
The magic of the Liscio is in the ride. It is ex-
ceptionally smooth over small bumps. Choi 
explained that the seatstay design of the Liscio 
gives it “passive suspension.” The rear dropouts 
move 5-6mm with 224 pounds of force applied 
(something quite common in cycling).  

The Liscio certainly isn’t the quickest 
handling bike, but that’s not necessarily a 
bad thing. Choi describes it as “neutral han-
dling.” And for long days in the saddle when 
you want a more stable steed, the Liscio deliv-
ers supreme comfort. 

Luckily, the compliance of the seatstays is 
independent of the bottom bracket, which 
is still very stiff. Energy never feels wasted. 
However, the E7 Ignite EL wheels that come 
with the bike feel a bit sluggish. The Volagi 
wheels use a 26mm deep and 24mm wide 
aluminum rim (turn the page to read about 
our love affair with wide rims). The wheels 
look great and perform their duties, but they 
are a tad portly. 

Unfortunately, swapping them out for a 
racier set of wheels isn’t easy. Volagi uses a 
130mm rear spacing, standard road width. 
The problem is that most disc hubs are 
135mm, mountain bike standard, so wheels 
for the Liscio aren’t readily available. Volagi 
is working on a tubeless carbon clincher 
wheel to spice things up. That said, a shift to 
135mm would be a wise move. 

A 55cm frameset weighs 1,100 grams and 
runs $1,800. The fork weighs a very respect-
able 430 grams. Total bike weight for the 
Ultegra-equipped bike we tested was 17.2 
pounds, without pedals. This isn’t superlight 
by any means, but it’s not bad either. 

At fi rst glance the Liscio leaves some 
wondering just what sort of bike it is. Some 
see a disc-brake cyclocrosser, others see a 
Specialized Roubaix knock-off. But the Liscio 
is much more interesting. It is a bicycle 
that could play über commuter, gran fondo 
crusher, dirt-road plaything or simply a sweet 
road bike. Volagi is not a major player in the 
cycling industry, but those companies that 
are had best be paying attention — the bike of 
the future has arrived. 

THE FUTURE IS NOW
(Clockwise from top)

The Liscio’s LongBow Flex 
seatstays give the rider 
5-6 mm of suspension

The Liscio fork has 
internal routing for the 
front disc brake

The seatstay-mounted 
rear disc brake keeps 
the Liscio looking clean

The aero seat tube
helps save energy
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